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Council Addresses Recreational eVTRs, Chub Mackerel Issue;
Receives Updates on Ecosystem, Stellwagen, Right Whales 

The New England Fishery Management Council met April 14-15, 2020 by webinar and covered a wide range 
of issues.  In addition to the actions it took on Atlantic sea scallops, groundfish, Atlantic herring, and red 
hake, the Council also:

• Discussed matters involving recreational electronic vessel trip reports (eVTRs) and Atlantic chub 
mackerel – see pages 2 and 3 for details;

• Received a presentation from: (1) the Northeast Fisheries
• Science Center on the 2020 State of the Ecosystem

report covering New England, and (2) the Council’s 
Scientific and Statistical Committee, which made 
recommendations on the report;

• Received a short update on work being conducted by 
the Council’s Ecosystem-Based Fishery Management
(EBFM) Committee; 

• Listened to a presentation on sand habitat research in 
the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary and 
then received an overview of the sanctuary’s 2020 
Condition Report, which updates the 2007 report by 
identifying gaps in data and monitoring efforts and 
highlights issues for consideration in the sanctuary’s 
management plan review (see cutline at right); and

• Received a North Atlantic right whale presentation from 
NOAA Fisheries that: (1) described updates to the 
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan, and (2) 
provided information about the reinitiation of 
consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act on the “continued implementation of management 
measures” for lobster, deep-sea red crab, northeast 
multispecies, monkfish, spiny dogfish, bluefish, skates, 
mackerel, squid, butterfish, summer flounder, scup, and 
black sea bass.  The consultation is being conducted to

Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary lies within 
the area outlined above.  The sanctuary’s management 
plan is undergoing review this year, and the new 2020 
Condition Report will help shape the management 
updates.  The revised draft management plan, 
environmental review, and proposed updates to 
regulations will be available for public comment.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/Council-Approves-Scallop-A21-Alternatives-Requests-Emergency-Action.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/Council-Postpones-Final-Action-on-Groundfish-Amendment-23.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/NEFMC-Receives-Herring-FW-7-and-FW-8-Progress-Report_200428_171711.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/5b_SOE-NEFMC-2020-plus2pager-REVISED.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/SSC-Report-to-NEFMC-Apr2020.pdf
https://www.nefmc.org/library/april-2020-ebfm-report
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/SBNMS-Research_CR-presentation-for-NEFMCv2.pdf
https://nmssanctuaries.blob.core.windows.net/sanctuaries-prod/media/docs/2020-stellwagen-condition-report.pdf
https://stellwagen.noaa.gov/management/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/8_NEFMC-Right-Whale-Update-for-NEFMC.pdf
https://stellwagen.noaa.gov/management/2020-management-plan-review/
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New England already are subject to the eVTR requirement because they hold permits for Mid-Atlantic 
Council-managed species.  The New England Council, taking the next step, prioritized developing an action 
in 2020 to address the remaining 15 or so for-hire vessels that are not yet held to the requirement.  

The Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO) sent an April 2 letter to the Council about this issue.  
GARFO recommended that NMFS use its authority under section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (MSA) to extend the commercial eVTR rulemaking action to cover the 
remaining for-hire vessels, which would help reduce confusion and streamline the outreach process.

The Council discussed this option and voted to support GARFO’s proposed course of action.  GARFO said it 
would reach out individually to the New England for-hire vessels that will be impacted by the upcoming 
requirement to submit VTRs electronically.  

ensure that the actions of these fisheries “do not jeopardize” the continued existence of right whales or 
destroy or adversely modify their critical habitat. 

Recreational Electronic Vessel Trip Reports (eVTRs)

Ø A copy of the eVTR Omnibus Framework is available here.

Ø The joint news release issued by the New England and Mid-

Atlantic Councils describing this action can be found here.

Ø More information is available on the eVTR webpage. 

Earlier this winter, the New England 
and Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Councils both took 
final action on an omnibus 
framework adjustment that, once 
implemented, will require 
commercial fishermen to submit 
vessel trip reports (VTRs) 
electronically instead of on paper for 
all species managed by both 
Councils.  The framework is now 
under review by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries).  
Rulemaking is expected to begin in 
the near future.

A 2018 action by the Mid-Atlantic 
Council required the use of eVTRs for 
all vessels with recreational for-hire 
permits for species managed by that 
Council.  As a result of this action, 
the majority of for-hire vessels in

https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/2.-Letter-from-GARFO-to-NEFMC-re-For-Hire-eVTR.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/1.-Recreational-Electronic-VTRs-Staff-Presentation.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/eVTR_Fwk_document_4_14_2020_Resubmission.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/New-England-and-Mid-Atlantic-Councils-Approve-Omnibus-Commercial-eVTR-Framework.pdf
https://www.mafmc.org/actions/commercial-evtr-framework
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/New-England-and-Mid-Atlantic-Councils-Approve-Omnibus-Commercial-eVTR-Framework.pdf
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ATLANTIC CHUB MACKEREL: The Council also discussed a proposal from GARFO to add Atlantic chub 
mackerel as an exempted species in the Southern New England Exemption Area and create an exempted 
Atlantic chub mackerel fishery in the Mid-Atlantic Exemption Area.  

Back in March of 2019, the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council adopted Amendment 21 to the 
Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP) in order to integrate chub 
mackerel as a stock in the FMP.  While developing the 
proposed rule for the amendment, GARFO said it 
recognized exemptions from gear and mesh restrictions in 
the Northeast Multispecies FMP would be needed in 
order to allow vessels to catch chub mackerel using small-
mesh bottom trawl gear.  As such, GARFO wanted to 
consult with the New England Council on this issue.  

The Council expressed some concerns about the proposal 
but also acknowledged that chub mackerel landings were 
minimal in the Southern New England Exemption Area.  
Since GARFO heard the Council’s comments during the 
discussion, the Council agreed by consensus that it did 
not need to draft a formal letter.

Southern New England / Mid-Atlantic

Exemption Areas

Groundfish Monitoring Amendment 23 Public Hearing Update!

The Council has scheduled two more webinar public hearings on 
Groundfish Monitoring Amendment 23.  These will be held on:

• Tuesday, May 12, 2020 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and
• Thursday, May 21, 2020 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Information about how to register for each webinar is available in 
the hearing notice.  Here’s what else you need to know.

Ø IMPORTANT: The deadline for public comment on this 
amendment has been extended to June 30, 2020.

ØThe Amendment 23 Public Hearing Document is available HERE

and the staff presentation can be found HERE.

ØAll materials related to the development of this action are 
posted on the Council’s Amendment 23 webpage.

The Council POSTPONED final 

action on Amendment 23 

until after its June meeting.  

Learn more about why the 

Council took this step in the 

April Groundfish 

news release.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/1_200210_GARFO-to-NEFMC-re-Atlantic-chub-makeral-in-SNE-ME-Area.pdf
https://www.mafmc.org/actions/chub-mackerel-amendment
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/1a_Chub-Mackerel-Exemption-APR-2020.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/200512_GF_A23_public-hearing-notice_200428_165444.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/A23-public-hearing-document_Final_200411_095948.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/200415_Council-staff-presentation_A23-public-hearing_Final.pdf
https://www.nefmc.org/library/amendment-23
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/Council-Postpones-Final-Action-on-Groundfish-Amendment-23.pdf
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SAFMC Meeting Draft Agenda 
June 8-11, 2020 

 

Webinar 

(SAFMC website webinar registration: https://safmc.net/meeting-materials/) 
 

Except for advertised (scheduled) public hearings and public comment sessions, the times indicated on the agenda may be 

adjusted as necessary to accommodate the completion of agenda items. Interested parties should be aware that meetings may start 

earlier or later than indicated.  

 

Written comments received by close of business the Monday before the meeting (6/1) will be compiled, posted to the website as 

part of the meeting materials, and included in the administrative record. Please use the online comment form at: 

https://safmc.wufoo.com/forms/maro40v17en73l/ to ensure your comments are posted immediately to the Council’s website and 

available for Council consideration.  

 

Individuals that wish to submit comments after 6/2 must use the Council’s online form at: 

https://safmc.wufoo.com/forms/maro40v17en73l/. Comments will automatically be posted to the website and available for 

Council consideration. Comments received prior to 9 am on Thursday of the Council meeting (6/11) will be a part of the meeting 

administrative record. To view comments https://safmc.wufoo.com/reports/2020-june-council-meeting-public-comment-report/. 
 

Monday, June 8, 2020 

Webinar startup and troubleshooting 9:30 am – 10:00 am 

1. Webinar Startup and Connection Testing – Council Staff 

 

COUNCIL SESSION (CLOSED)/Jessica McCawley 10:00 am – 10:45 am 

1. Introduction and meeting process overview – John Carmichael 

2. SSC Selection/Steve Poland (SSC Liaison) 

a. Appoint SSC & SEP members. 

3. Legal Briefing on Litigation – Monica Smit-Brunello if needed 

 

Monday, June 8, 2020                 COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Information & Education Committee/Spud Woodward 11:00 am – 12 noon 

1. AP Report – Chair, Scott Baker 

2. Best Practices Campaign Update – Cameron Rhodes 

a. Draft Webpage Review  

b. Upcoming Outreach Events 

3. I&E AP Structure Discussion – Cameron Rhodes 

 

12:00 noon to 1:30 pm Lunch 

 

SOUTH ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston SC 29405 
Call: (843) 571-4366 | Toll-Free: (866) SAFMC-10 | Fax: (843) 769-4520 | Connect: www.safmc.net 

 
 
Jessica McCawley, Chair | Mel Bell, Vice Chair  

John Carmichael, Executive Director  

 

https://safmc.net/meeting-materials/
https://safmc.wufoo.com/forms/maro40v17en73l/
https://safmc.wufoo.com/forms/maro40v17en73l/
https://safmc.wufoo.com/reports/2020-june-council-meeting-public-comment-report/
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Dolphin Wahoo Committee/Anna Beckwith 1:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

1. Dolphin and Wahoo Catch Level Recommendations – Genny Nesslage 

2. Update on HMS Pelagic Longline BiOp– Jennifer Lee NMFS SERO 
3. Revise Dolphin and Wahoo Management Measures: Amendment 10 

a. Overview – John Hadley 

b. Action: Provide guidance on amendment content and timing  

4. Adding Bullet Mackerel and Frigate Mackerel to the FMP as Ecosystem Component 

Species: Amendment 12  

a. Overview – John Hadley 

b. Action:  Provide guidance on amendment content and timing 

5. Update on Dolphin Wahoo Participatory Workshops – Julia Byrd, Mandy Karnauskas and 

Matt McPherson NMFS SEFSC 

6. Mid-Atlantic representation on the Dolphin Wahoo AP – John Hadley 
 

Tuesday, June 9, 2020                 COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Snapper Grouper Committee/Jessica McCawley 9:00 am – 12 noon 

1. Status of Amendments under Formal Review – NMFS SERO  

a. Reg 29 

b. AF 3 

c. Reg 33 & Red Snapper Season 

2. COVID Impacts and Potential Response 

3. Greater Amberjack Assessment  

a. Science Center Report – Kevin Craig, SEFSC 

b. SSC Report - Genny Nesslage 

c. Action: Determine ABC and management response 

4. SG Reg 34 (NC/SC SMZs) 

a. Overview – Myra Brouwer  

b. Action: Review public hearing comments, make final edits, and recommend for 

final approval – Jessica McCawley   

 

12:00 noon to 1:30 pm Lunch 

 

Snapper Grouper Committee/Jessica McCawley 1:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

5. Red Porgy Stock Assessment 

a. Science Center Report – Nikolai Klibansky, SEFSC 

b. SSC Report – Genny Nesslage 

c. Action: Determine ABC and management response  

 

Wednesday, June 10, 2020                COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

SEDAR Committee/Jessica McCawley 9:00 am – 10:00 am 

1. Assessment Activities Update 

a. SEDAR 68 Scamp Research Track Status 

b. Other ongoing SEDAR projects 

2. SEDAR Steering Committee Report 

3. TORs approvals 
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Citizen Science Committee/Mel Bell 10:00 am – 12 noon 

1. Program Evaluation 

a. Review and provide feedback on Program goals, objectives, strategies, and 

indicators 

b. Discuss Program evaluation plan options 

2. Programmatic Update 

3. Projects Update 

 

12:00 noon to 1:30 pm Lunch 

 

Executive Committee/Jessica McCawley 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm 

1. Council Priorities Work Schedule: 

a. Overview – Brian Cheuvront 

b. Committee Action: Review and Revise 

2. CCC Meeting Update 

3. Policies 

a. Internal Research funding and selection process 

b.  Staff Performance Evaluation Process 

c. Sexual Harassment Prevention Training 

 

Mackerel Cobia Committee/Steve Poland 2:30 pm – 3:45 pm 

1. Status of Amendments under Formal Review – NMFS SERO 

a. CMP Framework Amendment 8 (King mackerel, season 2) 

2. King Mackerel SEDAR Assessment Results 

a. Science Center Report 

b. SSC Report – Genny Nesslage 

c. Action – Determine ABC and management response 

 3. COVID impacts and potential response 

 

Wednesday, June 10, 2020             PUBLIC COMMENTS 

4:00 pm  If you would like to provide comment during the live public comment 

session, please sign up at the following link: 

https://safmc.wufoo.com/forms/mqfrlv602ydz2i/ 

  

 Public comment will be accepted regarding any of the items on the Council 

agenda. The Council Chair, based on the number of individuals wishing to 

comment, will determine the amount of time provided to each commenter. 

 

Approval for Formal Review:  

(1) Snapper Grouper Regulatory Amendment 34 (SC & NC SMZs) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://safmc.wufoo.com/forms/mqfrlv602ydz2i/
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Thursday, June 11, 2020 9:00 am – 12 noon              COUNCIL SESSION 

Call to Order and Introductions/Jessica McCawley, Chair 

Adoption of Agenda/Jessica McCawley 

Approval of Minutes/Jessica McCawley 

1. Allocation Discussion & Further Council Guidance 

a. SEP discussion:  Christina Wiegand & Scott Crosson 

b. GAO report: Brian Cheuvront 

 

2. Council Staff Reports 

a. COVID Impacts on SAFMC – John Carmichael 

3. COVID Impacts on SAFMC fisheries 

a. State Impact Reports – State Representatives 

b. CARES Act Status – SERO 

c. Council Response & Emergency Action Consideration – Council & SERO Staff 

4. Update on the Joint Council Workgroup on Section 102 of the Modern Fish Act 

5. NMFS SERO Presentations 

a. For-Hire Amendment status  

6. Review Exempted Fishing Permits, as needed 

7. Consider Committee recommendations and take action as appropriate 

a. Information & Education/Spud Woodward 

b. Dolphin Wahoo/Anna Beckwith  

c. Snapper Grouper/Jessica McCawley 

d. SEDAR/Jessica McCawley 

e. Citizen Science/Mel Bell 

f. Mackerel Cobia/Steve Poland  

g. Executive/Jessica McCawley  

 

8. Review the SSC selection recommendations and make appointments as appropriate 

9. Agency and Liaison Reports 

10. Other Business 

11. Upcoming Meetings 

Adjourn 
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