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The needs for an ecosystem guidance document within the Council process are:
1. Improve management decisions and the administrative process by incorporating 
biophysical and socio-economic information on ecosystem climate conditions, climate 
change, habitat conditions and ecosystem interactions into the assessment and 
management process.
2. Maintain an adequate forage base in the Mid-Atlantic and to consider, to a greater 
extent, the dynamics of ecosystems and the marine food web in fishery management 
decisions.
3. Develop new and inform existing fishery management measures that take into 
account the ecosystem effects of those measures on ecosystem species, habitat, and 
fishing communities.
4. Coordinate information across FMPs for decision-making within the Council process 
and for consultations with other regional, national, or international entities on actions 
affecting ecosystems or FMP species.
5.  Identify and prioritize research needs and provide recommendations to address 
gaps in ecosystem knowledge, particularly with respect to the cumulative effects of 
fisheries management on marine ecosystems and fishing communities.
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7.4.3 Recommendations and Guidelines
To incorporate species, fleet, habitat, and climate 
interactions into management, the Council should 
adopt a structured framework to first prioritize 
interactions, second specify key questions regarding 
high priority interactions, and third tailor 
appropriate analyses to address them. The primary 
tools for the initial steps in the framework are risk 
assessment and MSE. Finally, implemented 
management would be evaluated to ensure that 
objectives are being met, or to adjust measures as 
conditions change.
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