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Overview
 Management Summary
 A bit of history, old and new assessments
 Recent performance
 Advisory Panel (AP) Input
 Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC)
 Staff/Monitoring Committee 

Recommendations
 Council discussion
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Management Summary
 First FMP for Atlantic mackerel was 1978
 Limited Access directed fishery

– Three Tiers 
– No trip limits initially for Tier 1
– Tier 2: 135,000 pounds; Tier 3: 100,000 pounds
– Tier 3 also has a sub-quota, never reached

 open access/incidental permits: 20,000 pounds 
 Phased trip limits as quota approached

 RH/S cap (2018, 2019 closures)
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2023 Specifications (MT)
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Rebuilding
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History – Fishery 
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History – Fishery 
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History - assessments
 Historical assessments were inaccurate…

 The 1997 mackerel allowable biological catch 
was specified about ten times higher than 
what we now think the entire SSB was in 
that year…
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Assessments
 2005: In 2003/2004, stock highest ever…

 2009/2010 TRAC: something’s wrong…

 2018 Benchmark: Overfished, and 
overfishing since late 1980s!

 2021/2023 MTAs: not much change…
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Stock Status – to 2022
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Stock Status – to 2022
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Stock Status – to 2022
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Stock Status – in 2022

13

 12% of the biomass target

 Just under overfishing (low 2022 catch)
– 1st time in 35 years



Recent Performance…
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Landings/Revenues 1996-2022
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Prices 1996-2022
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2022 Landings Details
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Areas of catches 2011-2015
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Mackerel catches 2011-2015
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2023 (blue) / 2022 (orange)
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Recreational Catch
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AP Fishery Performance Reports 
(FPR)
 Insight from advisors: 

– On the water observations 
– Factors influencing recent catch and landings 
– Research recommendations
– Other issues or concerns

 Purpose: 
– Bring advisor perspectives and recommendations to the 

Scientific and Statistical Committee, Monitoring 
Committee, and Council/Board when setting or 
reviewing catch limits and other measures
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2020-2025 Research Priorities
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Mackerel - FPR 
 Demand strong
 Scarce in southern areas – no other unusual 

environmental observations
 Inshore NE buffer and low herring quotas 

impacted recent (2021/2022) landings
 Lower RH/S quota would have ended 2023 

fishery prematurely; observer coverage
 Fishery Performance Report moot given 

criticism/restrictions on the fishery
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Mackerel - FPR 
 Canadian alignment / Gear / size limit

 Recreational catch issues
– 2022 decline after stability since 2018
– Impact on fishing mortality?
– Potential shift with state permitting
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Canada
 Stock assessment trends similar to US

 Closed fishery in 2022 and 2023

 Official Canadian correspondence has 
requested a similar response from US 
management
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SSC Recommendation
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Monitoring Committee
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 Deduct 74 MT for Canada
 Maintain deductions for recreational catch 

and commercial discards (2,143 MT and 115 
MT)

 The remainder for commercial landings is…
– 394 MT for 2024
– 1,568 MT for 2025. 



Monitoring Committee
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 No good options with only 394 MT, but 
based on 2022:



Monitoring Committee
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 Uncertain performance at these low quotas

 Based on 2021, catches could end up higher

 Keep 2024 trip limits into 2025 until 
performance determined, then modifications 
could be considered



Council Action
 SSC revisiting ABC in October after required 

peer review, suggested additional analyses

 Set preliminary 2024/2025 specifications now

 Revisit in December if necessary
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Council Action
 Emergency Action

– Using more pessimistic projections seems 
reasonable given performance (SSC preferred)

– Suggests overfishing returns in 2023 if full quota 
caught (F: 0.23 vs 0.21)

– Staff recommends requesting emergency action 
to mitigate

– 20,000 pounds trip limit for limited access
– 5,000 pounds for open access
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Council Action
 Emergency Action
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?s, Discussion, Motions 
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 Specifications
 Trips Limits
 Possible Emergency Action Request 
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